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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Yarmouth is situated in fields on the east side of Bestpitch Ferry
Road, 2.2 miles southeast of Buchtown in Dorchester County, Marylandg.
It 1s a five-bay long ang two—bay dcep, two-story brick structure
built above a high basement. All walls are laid in Flemish bond
above the champhered water table with English bcond below. There

dt e sSegmental arches above the basement windows while the arches of
the principal facades are segmental on the underside and flat on the
top, similar to Brice House, Annapolis. There is a *wo brick deep
string course at second floor level. The windows are replacements
and have 6/9 sash on the first story and 6/6 on the second., The
large wood cove cornice appears original and is comparable to the

cornice on Pemberton Hall, Wicomico County, and on the Ringgold and
Customs Houses in Chestertown, all of which were built in the 1740's.

A portico in front of the central entrance dates from the restoration,

as does the eight~panel door and frame which had to be replaced after
a fire which damaged the door and part of the interior bhall. On the
€ast gable is a cellar bulkhead. Facing the Trarscuaking River,

the north side has only one bay west of the center door with two

~“n the east side. fThe first story window was originally wider and

. robably was fitted with 12/8 sash. It now has the same size win-
dow as the others. 2 door on the west cgable of the house formerly
led to the kitchen which is no longer standing. Two large chimneys
rise from within the Gables in the usual fashion.

Yarmouth's floor plan has no parallel in Dorchester with the possible
exception of LaGrange in Cambridge which has been drastically
altered over its lifetime. Tt i= not dissimilar to Beckford,
somerset County, but considerably smallier in scale, and Radcliffe
rianor, Talbot County.
The southern half of the house consists of a stair hall in the
center with a room on the east+ (now kitchen) and a smaller room on
the west which is accessible only from the dining room. On the north
side of the building is the living room, the larger of the two, and
the dining room which is accessible Irom beneath the stair. Each
of the four rooms has diagonal fireplaces, the two norih rooms also
have raised panel chimney breasts. The 1iving room chimney breast
has two large horizontal pPanels flanked by pilasters and double
Crossette trim around the three-centered arched fireplace. Three
windows in this room have pPaneled window jambs. The dining room has
Paneling and trim like +he living room, lacking the pPilasters, and
the kitchen has paneling with bolection molding around the fireplace.
‘e stair ascends 270 degrees to the second story. It has an open

String balustrade with turned newels and balusters and paneled
o0ffits,
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The secong Story has three bedrooms 3zng bath with 3 corridor down the

center of the house, Two ©f the rooms have smalil fireplaces
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"The cellar ;o divided inte tWwo parts by +
€O the S€cond floor. The arch Supports fo
dre clearly Visible. Because of Structura] f
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he east Gable,
, including the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Known also as White House Farm, Brick House Farm and Eccleston's Hill,
Yarmouth 1s the single most important dwelling existing in Dorchester
County from the second gquarter of the 18th century. It 1is noted.for
the extent of its intact original detail, specifically the interior
wooawork. Paneled chimney breasts and mantels remain on the fir§t .
floor and mantels and chairrail on the second. The original s?a}r 1S
extant, and on the exterior the original cove cornice. In addition
Yarmouth has a floor plan not found elsewhere in the county, with one
pessible, but greatly altered, exception. (See description).

In.1683 the Maryland legislature directed the rounding of a number of

1 towns on convenient sites throughout the province, to increase

t7e number of official ports of entry for goods arriving in Maryland.

- O of these were to be located in Dorchestier County, oOne near present-
cay Madison and the other "On Travers's Land, on the West Side of the
horth-West Branch of Transguaguin River." By 1706 this latter town had
come to be known as Little Yarmouth, but it appears to have been a

tOown in name only; when the new towns legislation was repealed in

1715, Little Yarmouth was hardly more than a river landing with a small
store.

During the years 1700 to 1705, much of the lang surrounding the site
of Tittle Yarmouth was purchased by a relative newcomer to Dorchester
County. Hugh Eccleston, it is believed, hailed from Buckinghamshire
in England; he arrived in Maryland about 1650, and by 1692 had become
Clerk of Dorchester County, a post which he held for eighteen years.
tccleston attained considerable weal+h and social prominence in the
county, taking part in many land transactions. In 1695 he patented
"Eccleston's H111," the 200-acre tract that was to become the core of
his large plantation on the Transquakin River. To this he added by
ratent, "Retaliacion," 940 acres, 1n 1700, and “"Merchants Goodwill,"™
76 acres, in 1706. In addition he made several purchases of existing
cracts: "R%chardsons_Purchase," 470 acres, and "Mullikins Green,"®
igotizriia ln£17?0, and 50 acres, part of "Andersons Neck," in 1705,
€ Or his death, Eccleston also owned a 400-acre tract called

Nne
Usopeg , although there is no record of how he obtained it.

| —

3 Cclest ‘ f ‘ 3 ’ '

S‘r"';r:-;:.d h:on:re_atlred rrom his position as County Clerk in 1709, and

r;;:ngi; N -2 triends and colleagues by leaving Cambridge, where he hag
= P¥1lt a house, in order to live

full-time on his Plantation.

il - E— e - -EECE v




UNITED STATES Df °N
EDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR |
FOR NPS USE ONLY
S | 7

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGIST e 1
INVER STER OF HISTCRIC PLACES - | 1
h ORY -- NOMINATION FORM SATE ENTERED :
— . |
Yarmouth
Dorchester Co:
con ount
) TINUATION SHEET}.jaryland l“f}:E!{»ﬂ NUMBER g PAGE 2

HFe died tw
V‘rto \? _— ] -
pProbated +] Years later. His will, executed Nove-
Family Sne rollowing APril, recorded sev i ;ember 25, 1710, ang
- * Ons Hu(]h JI- - " e Tera EGUﬂStS L .
- . - = 'Y — et O hlS .’ o
were desigps+- ! r Jonn and Thomasg +h . . ~darce
Jnated ECClest | ’ e lat_ter sti] . ~
o on's ex 111 a minor
Plantatiopn" - €cutors. Huah . ,
— presumabl "p 1 L ) = receiveq the "y 111
~—~ and two hon 4 CCiestons Hill" = "y ©lling
L S5es a . . and Richa
' nd lots in Cambridge. John was ﬁvrdsfn? Purchase”
" A3 Jiven MllllntODS"
“€rsons Neck," with

ing his maj :

Orlt ® T e['] y .
along his five gaughggr; La;nder O his holdings Eccleston divigeg
dispos - . O provisi : : ide
death at T PE€rsonagl esta+ 1 3 Ior the

B 488.15.06 ¢ ) “ate wilich was valueg =€ :
. . . . a_l_ter h'}
and crops terling. Consist 3 - -3
. DS, slaves - - Cing primaril : N
drticles were preé tarm 1mplements ang householqd furiiog'llveSLOCk
Ine . - - £
umably included in the becuestg fo FS ;HQS: chese
=¢ue C 1gn Eccleston
r

JI,

As the 3
eldest so y -
L ambridge, acsurzé f?gh tccleston, Jr., who was Town C1
il o i — : > 1 - v
Jpears to heue 6on;1§.aam1n15tr&tlon of his Father's eikLOf
alleged th LS Job poorly, howewu ha _ te. He
at he sauang : Tr Jlowever, for his brot+
their £5+ CeHeldered their pagtyq R - rothers
— ) ebtsg AF rused to sett]
T'homas fi1 . . rter Hugh's des : e
. ed suit to receo: 301°S death in 1718, g3
from c : : I'ecover their . r JOhn ang
M continuing t ' Property and t -
— O enjoy th . . - O prevent hlS et =
Eccleston remszrrs Ne1r rightful asces ' wlaow
larried soo . . StS. Mary Skin
her se N after his husksna'e .- nner
' rancis All : 7 1n 1722 she
right of "D 4 en, resi ed - and
ower ! gned to Jol >
by Eugh BCCTesténTl§le' Interest, Claim ang DSTanEE TCC%EStOn all
- r. - . P el g ln —-,.T}d S -
. i'homas Ec 1 e sum of 350 T A3
no lODUer mmnt ClESLOn aDpearS tO haVe died . O poungs Of
= e 10ned arter the Suit was filed in 1722, S51nce he was

e d

~
-
rt
-
.
N
v
b
Cy
0
-y
-
b
)
)
b
D
(N
r
0O
-
()
i
(D
bate
-
‘—f.
0O
U
QO
N
g
(D
N
N
O
-
0
-ty
'C
'.
Al
()
r
,_l
"
)
b
(-
L
),
b
-

Of his f5¢3 \

atner's holdj
Pursued agriculture izgi_on the Transquakip River He s
rank of col : 1S sole occupatj T cems to have

onel in + .. o -<“UpPaction, and he g++=42
added several Lo ;he }o?a; militia. To hig ﬁatvinLtalned the
Place," 353 acresg “3ulsitions of his own. He ;ri:ny' Focleston
-— . - S L

2Ccres, and "slioe'nagg Patented in 1734 "Ecclestgnscﬁased Sndersons
" <= acre : revention,"
Ecclest : S . In 1744 + n," 50

ons Hilil" 5 "y Chese tracti :

nd 3 ts, toget

Patented by FCCTesf Richardsons Purchasge o vere ’ cether with

. ~ —— L ’ J - 1 T y 4 —_ 5
Regulation. iy Ol as a tract of oagsg Gcres ) rcﬁuer}ed and
1829 swhen John De PLODPerty remained in the Ec ;a Eed beclestons

) Onovan - C ESLOH £ - : .
sold "Eccel r trustee f Ty tamily untii
= esto : +OL The estat
N NS Regulation" igo Calen RossLaLe of Dr. John Cccleston
+ Ross again resurveyed tﬁe

| W |

o,

d

hx. _ds mo
'€ than ten +1
1lMes between 18
29 and 1lego
02 when Yarmo
rmou

‘ib

STE Contimpnr:
ODLthatlon ShEEt #

GPC B52 4sg




Toom N 102002
irey 10.74)

N

bt

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY ]
HATIONAL PARK STRVICE
o RECEIVED
‘TONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
e , CATE ENTERE

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DAL ENTERED —
Yarmouth
Dorchester County,

CONTINUATION SHEET mavy,1and ITEM NUMBER g PAGE 3

chased by Mr. Jerifrey P. Willizmson, the bresent cwner. Mr., Williamson
hes done considerable research into the history of Yarmouth and of
the Eccleston tamily, and has carried out a thorough restoration.

| —

The actual builder of this handsome brick mansion, however, remains

a mystery. There is no known written record that would shed light

on the building or carly history of Yarmouth; we are forced, therefore,
to rely on architectural evidence and historical reasoning. Certain
of the details -- in particular, the wooden cove cornice -- seems +o
Place Yarmouth in the S€cCcnd guarter of the eighteenth century. Its
Erection is generally ascribed to John bccleston, and dated in the
late 1720's or 30"'s, the time when Eccleston was taking personal
Charge of his late father's plantation and increasing his own hold-
ings., The above mentioned cornice is very similar to three 1740's
Period houses on the shore (sce cescription). From *this and other
architectural evidence, it seems likely that Yarmouth was constructed
= the second quarter of the 18th cénctury, possibly the 1740's.
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- VERSAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION :'

Beginning at a p01nt on the south shore. of the Transguaking, River €00
feet N.W. of Yarmouth, then following the river bank east 1,000 feet,
t+hen moving 1,400 feet S.S.W to a point, then N.W. 1,300 L@@t (crossing

the driveway) to a point, then N.E. 1,200 feet to the p01nt of the
beginning.
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21 State Circle 267-1438 _
CiITY OR TOWN STATE
.__________P”_m_éﬁgli.s MA =nd_2140)

¥YISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICA TION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
) NATIONAL ____ STATE & LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Pieservalion Officer for the National Historic Preservation Zici of 1866 (Public Law BS8-665). 1

hereby nominate this propernty for nclusion in the National Repister and certify that it hes been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sepgc
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| varmouth is unique in the county for being such a
substantial dwelling with so much original detail and spec-
jfically the interior woodwork. It is a five bay long

and two bay deep, two story brick structure built above

a high basement. All walls are laid in Flemish bond above
the champhered water table and English bond below. There
are segmental arches above the basement windows while the
arches of the principal facades are segmental on the under-
cide and flat on the top, similar to Brice House, Annapolis.
There is a two brick deep string course at second floor
level. The windows are replacements and have 6/9 sash on
the first story and 6/6 on the second. The large wood cove
cornice appears original and 1is comparable to the cornice
on Pemberton Hall, Wicomico County and on the Ringgold and
Customs Houses in Chestertown, all of which were built in
the 1740's/

A portico in front of the central entrance dates from
the restoration, as does the eight-panel door and frame
which had to be replaced after a fire which damaged the door
and part of the interior hall. On the east gable is a cellar
bulkhead. Facing the Transquaking River, the north side
has only one bay west of the center door with two on the
east side. The first story window was originally wider and
probably was fitted with 12/8 sash. It now has the same
size window as the others. A door on the west gable of the
house formerly led to the kitchen which is no longer stand-
ing. Two large chimneys rise from within the gables in the
usual fashion.

varmouth's floor plan has no parallel 1n Dorchester
with the possible exception of LaGrange in Cambridge which
has been drastically altered over 1its lifetime. It is not
dissimilar to Beckford, Somerset County, but considerable
smaller in scale, and Radcliffe Manor, Talbot County.

The southern half of the house consists of a stair hall
in the center with a room on the east (now kitchen) and a
smaller room on the west which 1s accessible only from the
dining room. On the north side of the building is the 1liv-
ing room, the larger of the two, and the dining room which
ia accessible from beneath the stailr. Rach of the four
rooms have diagonal fireplaces, the two north rooms also
having raised panel chimney breasts. The living room chim-
ney breast has two large horizonal panels flanked by pilas-
ters, double crossette trim around the three-centered arched
fireplace. Three windows in this room have paneled window
jambs. The dining room has paneling and trim like the liv-
ing room, lacking the pilasters, and the kitchen has panel-
ing with bolection molding around the fireplace. |

The stair ascends 270 degrees +o the second story. It
has an open string halustrade with turned newels and bal-

usters, and paneled soffits.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

White House Farm is the single most important dwelling
existing in Dorchester County from the second quarter of
the "8th century. It is noted for the original interior,
most of which has survived over the years.

On the east side of the farm a town was laid out in |
1682, to be named Little Yarmouth. It, however was aban-
doned by statute in 1706.

Hugh Eccleston (I) acquired this land in the late
17th century and passed it on to his son John who later
bequeathed it to his son Hugh. It was this Hugh who had
his land re-surveyed and called Eccleston's Hill and it was
probably this gentleman who built the present mansion.

#7 (continued)

The second story has three bedrooms and bath with a
corridor down the center of the house. Two of the roons
have small fireplaces and most have a very wide beaded board
chalr rail. Two flights continue to the attic which is
divided into two finished rooms and bath.

A common system of rafters was used for the construc-
tion of the roof.

The cellar is divided into two parts by the brick wall
which extends to the second floor. The arch supports for
the corner fireplaces are clearly visible. Because of struc-
tural failure in the east gable, the entire wall had to be
dismanteled and reconstructed including the chimneys. Walls
were underpinned and the floor lowered to make more head
room for the air conditioning systen.

On the property is a very good 18th century granary

with catslide roof, standing several feet above the ground
on brick piers.
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Acreage Justification:

. District 13, Map 72, p. 12
829 acres

NAME AND TITLE:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant -
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust \ Sept., “975

STREET AND NUMBER:

| _Shaw House, 271 State Circle )

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Annapoli i Maryland . 214C
12,

%Jctate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

significance of this property is:
National State L.ocal
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YARMOUTH
Cambridge
Dorchester County, Md.
Photographed by Michael Bourne
1975 November
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